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Trials and Triumphs 
Dear Sister: 

After reading your letter I thought of 
Paul’s voyage to Rome with its many trials 
and triumphs, for Paul, more than anyone 
else, was an example of how much a child 
of God can suffer without being crushed or 
broken in spirit. Through his many ex- 
periences during that time, he held stead- 
fast through his faith and was finally de- 
livered from them all. 

God’s promises and God’s providences do 
not lift us out of the plane of common 
sense and commonplace trials, but it is 
through these very things that faith is 
perfected. Acts 14: 22 tells us: “We must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God.” 

“Shall I pass through waves of sorrow? 
Then I know it will be best; 
Though I cannot tell the reason, 
I can trust and so am blest. 
God is love, and God is faithful, 
So in perfect peace I rest.” 
St. Joseph, Mo. ui. W. 


Faith and Works—Balancers 
Dear Sister: 

Faith without works is dead. Try rowing 
a boat with one oar. It needs two for bal- 
ance. My husband and I have received many 
words of encouragement from our Megiddo 
brothers and sisters. There are many ways 
we can help each other if we all pull to- 
gether and co-operate as one in Christ. That 
is the only way to gain the victory in such 
a great and worthy cause and conflict as 
this. 


Belmont, N. H. Va aes 


The Prophets, Apostles and Jesus— 
Our Company 
Dear Friends: 

I thank you for your lovely letter. It 
seems like you know just how we all are 
feeling, and about all of our trials and lone- 
liness. It is indeed very encouraging to have 
someone to write us with such great sym- 
pathy. It was very encouraging when you 
said, Who of us could feel lonely in the 
company of the prophets, Jesus and the 
apostles! We are never lonely if we keep 
these words wrapped around us, and we 
ourselves buried in them. 


Charlottesville, Va. kh, P 


Appreciates no Compromise 
Dear Christian Friends: 

My heart does rejoice after reading the 
MEGIDDO MessaGe. I am glad I have found 
someone who does not compromise with the 
Word of God; who stands firm on the Word 
of God. 

Apalachicola, Fla. 


M. G. 
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The Ministration of Angels 


for every need of His earthly family. This beauti- 

ful earth, with its awe-inspiring and varied forms 
of creation is our home through His munificence. There 
is the wealth of natural resources in the bosom of the 
earth and in the depths of the sea. The bountiful bless- 
ings which God has lavished upon all His children are 
more than can be numbered, but alas! seldom is the at- 
tempt made to recount His deeds of goodness or to ren- 
der thanks to the Giver. 

In addition to providing for man’s physical needs, God 
has made ample provision through His Word for the 
livelihood of the soul without which life would be barren 
and desolate. The Word of God is man’s insight into the 
Divine Mind, the purpose of creation, the plan of the ages, 
the destiny of humanity. 

The truth of God’s Word is one grand unity and har- 
mony, beautifully linked together. Nothing can either be 
added to or taken from it, or the grandeur, beauty and 
harmony of the Word is marred. We have no power to 
sever one link or the consequence will be a broken chain 
which will never pull us into the Kingdom of God. We 
live eternally only by eating every word of God (Matt. 
4:4). The Word cautions us repeatedly against tamper- 
ing with it either by additions, deletions, or substitutions. 
The Wise Man warns, “Add thou not to his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” (Prov. 30:6). 
John the Revelator says, “If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book: and if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the Holy 
City, and from the things which are written in this book.” 
There is only one way to do: accept of this God-made 
chain; have it around us, within and without. We will 
then have sufficient courage to endure everything. How- 
ever great may be the foe, we will have strength to meet 
him. 

While the Word is available to all, and many recognize 
it as containing a code of superior ethics, very few accept 
the Bible as a divinely inspired revelation of God’s will 
for man, and fewer still accept that Word as the supreme 
and final authority in all religious matters, both theologi- 
cal and ethical. To those few who accept the Word as 
their sole guide, and who strive conscientiously to mold 
their lives according to its ennobling principles, the all- 
wise, loving Father provides further assistance. It is 
angelic ministration, or service which God’s immortal 
servants perform in behalf of those who are to be heirs 
of salvation. God does nothing for man which he can do 
for himself, nor do His servants. But when man has 
exerted himself to the very limit of his capacity to seek 
and to find and to execute the Divine Will, then the an- 
gel steps in to arrange circumstances which will enable 
further progress. Or perhaps the need is for comfort, re- 
newed strength, deliverance, or added knowledge of God’s 
will. Whatever the need, when man has exhausted every 
power at his disposal, then the angel provides aid. 


A LOVING heavenly Father has provided bountifully 


Many case histories in the Bible reveal this wonderful 
link in the chain which God has forged to bind us to Him. 


Angels Strengthen 


Our Master, greatest and strongest of men, needed 
angelic assistance. We read concerning His temptation 
in the wilderness, “Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto 
him: All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get 
thee hence, Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then 
the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and minis- 
tered unto him” (Matt. 4: 8—11). 

Later, His earthly ministry accomplished, when Jesus 
was faced with the agony of crucifixion and He sought 
strength from God in Gethsemane, we read, “There ap- 
peared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him” (Luke 22:43). Human friendship had failed at 
the crucial hour. Peter, James and John slept. Had they 
remained awake, they could not have understood, nor 
served the Master’s need. At that very point, when all 
other help failed, the angel stood by. 

While we might have the Word to help us and build 
us up; the light might shine out, and we might know all 
of the commandments; still without the ministration of 
angels we would not accomplish the work. Here is a .won- 
derful link! If we leave out angelic ministration, we have 
a broken chain. Angels will minister unto us. In every 
age, past and present, they have ministered to God’s peo- 
ple. Apart from that, though they had the word, there 
would be no one saved. If we do not receive such care, 
it is because of our own evil deeds and lack of faith; we 
are not following God as we should. We must be worthy 
of this aid. As soon as God sees our efforts to do as He 
has commanded, He sends us aid. 


Angels Deliver 


This link in the golden chain of angelic ministration 
appears again in the case of Abraham offering Isaac. 
There was divine aid when human hand could not reach, 
and that hand is stretched out still. When Abraham was 
commanded to offer his son Isaac upon the altar, and had 
obeyed the command fully up to the point where he had 
actually taken the knife to slay his only son, at that 
moment the angel of the Lord called to him out of heaven 
and said, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou anything unto him: for now I know that thou fear- 
est God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son from me” (Gen. 22:12). Abraham had taken the 
journey, built the altar, bound his son, raised the knife, 
when the angel intervened to spare him from the ordeal. 
Had he failed in that last act of raising the knife, had 
he wavered and hesitated, there could have been no de- 
liverance. And so it is today. Man must take the last step 
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that is humanly possible by faith; then divine deliver- 
ance is wrought. 

What a grand thing to obey the voice of the Almighty, 
of His angel! See the three Hebrew children; they did 
not know whether their God would deliver them or not, 
still they obeyed His voice. God does not always deliver. 
John the Baptist was not delivered; his time had come. 
If men have perfected a character and God has no fur- 
ther work for them, He does not always deliver. We do 
not know that God will deliver, but we do know the an- 
gel always cares for His people. Isaac was delivered. He 
will deliver where it is necessary. “The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and deliver- 
eth them” (Ps. 34: 7). What is the fear of the Lord? The 
fear of the Lord is to depart from evil (Job 28: 28). The 
angel of the Lord encamps round about those that de- 
part from evil. Thus this blessed link must be placed in 
the chain. 


Angels Protect 


Although we cannot see the angels, they are ever pres- 
ent, as they were in the case recorded in II Kings 6: 
8—17. We read, “Then the king of Syria warred against 
Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In 
such and such a place shall be my camp. And the man of 
God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that 
thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are 
come down. And the king of Israel sent to the place which 
the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved 
himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore the heart of 
the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he 
called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not show 
me which of us is for the king of Israel? And one of his 
servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha the 
prophet that is in Israel}, telleth the king of Israel the 
words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. And he said, 
Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. 
And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. 
Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a 
great host: and they came by night, and compassed the 
city about. And when the servant of the man of God was 
risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host compassed 
the city both with horses and chariots.” 

Elisha was unconcerned; but his servant was not so 
well instructed as he, and said, “Alas, my master! how 
shall we do?” And Elisha answered, “Fear not; for they 
that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 
Do you think it is impossible, since ages have past and 
gone, that God cannot send millions of angels? The young 
man could not believe, and Elisha prayed that his eyes 
might be opened that he might see. “And the Lord opened 
the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha.” What are the chariots of the Lord? “The 
chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of 
angels.” Fear not, said Elisha, there are more with us 
than with them. One angel might have been adequate, but 
God saw fit to send thousands. When we contemplate 
this in its proper light, it increases our faith and gives 
us strength and courage. 


Angels Guide 


We read in Ex. 23: 20, 21, “Behold, I send an Angel 
before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 


into the place which I have prepared.” If ever we are led 
into that holy place, into perfection of character, an angel 
will be close by. “Beware of him, and obey his voice, pro- 
voke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: 
for my name is in him.” Though Moses had the rod and 
led them through the sea after performing many miracles 
in Egypt, still the Lord said, My Angel shall go before 
thee. My power is in him. Moses smote the sea with his 
rod and it parted, but it was the angelic being who im- 
parted the power to him. How do we know it was an an- 
gel? Paul says in Acts 7: 30—35, “And when forty years 
were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness 
of mount Sina an angel of the Lord, in a flame of fire in 
a bush. When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: 
and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord 
came unto him, saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold. Then 
said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for 
the place where thou standest is holy ground. I have seen, 
I have seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, 
and I have heard their groaning; and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt.” 
This same Moses “did God send to be a ruler, and a de- 
liverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him 
in the bush.” 

God appeared to him, not only in the bush, but in the 
church in the wilderness, and the angel was with him 
when he said, “Take thy rod and cast it to the ground,” 
and it became a serpent. It was an angel in the first, an 
angel in the second, and an angel in the third instance. 
He went before the Children of Israel as a pillar of fire 
by night and a cloud by day: so we see it followed them 
day in and day out, night in and night out, from the time 
the mountains quaked so that the people did “exceedingly 
fear and tremble,” to the time when Moses died and was 
buried by the angel, his sepulcher being unknown to this 
day. 

Throughout the judgeship of Israel the angels minis- 
tered unto them. As soon as the Israelites had crossed 
Jordan the angel appeared to Joshua with a drawn sword 
in his hand, his mission to assure Joshua that he him- 
self was captain of the armies, to fight their battles and 
subdue their enemies. Later the angel appeared to Gideon, 
providing him with unmistakable evidence that the Lord 
would aid him in delivering Israel from the Midianites. 
Again the angel appeared to Manoah to foretell the birth 
of Samson. 





Angels Encourage 


Jezebel had threatened Elijah’s life. He had fled a day’s 
journey into the wilderness there to recline under a juni- 
per tree and to request for himself that he might die, 
thinking himself to be the only faithful one left in the 
land. Whereupon an angel appeared to provide food and 
to inform Elijah that there were yet seven thousand in 
Israel who had not bowed their knees unto Baal, nor 
kissed him. So do not become discouraged. Often that 
dread feeling of aloneness is more fancied than real. After 
the angel imparted courage to Elijah, he found Elisha 
to be his helper. 

Thus we find that in all times of extremity, crisis, or 
isolation, God was true to His word: He never forsook 
His people. 
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Angels Impart Knowledge 


Daniel was burdened with the weight of Israel’s trans- 
gression. The seventy years of exile decreed by Jeremiah 
for their punishment had expired, and now the dominant 
and overwhelming thought of his heart was, how could 
the nation return into favor with the Almighty. He sought 
the answer through fasting and prayer, a prayer which 
is perhaps the deepest expression of penitence found in 
the Book. We consider ourselves infinitely richer because 
the ninth chapter of Daniel is included in the sacred writ- 
ings. It gives us a deep insight into Daniel’s problems, 
and the means which he employed to solve them. It fur- 
ther reveals the perfect and swift contact that the earnest 
and righteous man has with the Eternal. Ere Daniel had 
ceased from praying, the angel arrived to give him skill 
and understanding. 

No man need remain adrift upon the sea of uncertainty 


who seeks by righteous living and fervent prayer the 
help of the Eternal. 


Angels’ Care Today 


We have entered a dispensation when, because the writ- 
ten Word is completed, angels do not appear visibly for 
the succor of God’s elect, nor do we hear their audible 
voice, but they are nonetheless present, their need is 
nonethless acute, their services nonetheless recognized 
and gratefully received. 

To the servant of God in every age there come crisis 
periods, hours of deep affliction and grave perplexity. At 
such times we can rely with implicit confidence upon the 
promise in Isa. 63:9, “In all their affliction he was af- 
flicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them: and he bare them, 
and carried them all the days of old.” It is a comfort to 
know that we do not bear our afflictions alone: in all our 
afflictions the guardian angel is likewise afflicted. We ap- 
preciate human understanding when we suffer, but here 
is the promise of divine understanding, love and pity 
which will sustain and redeem as surely as in days of old. 
When Joshua was making the change from filthy gar- 
ments to the robe of righteousness, the angel of the Lord 
stood by (Zech. 3: 1—7). So as we struggle to be clean 
from sin, from every defilement of the flesh, the angel 
of the Lord stands by, arranging the circumstances so 
that we will be tested to the full measure of our endurance 
but never beyond our strength. We need always to bear 
in mind the word from the Psalmist that the angel of the 
Lord encampeth about those who fear Him (34:7). The 
promise of angelic ministration is conditional, dependent 
upon man’s desire and effort to be true to God by loyalty 
to all His commandments. As we develop an aware- 
ness of the angel’s presence, it will steady us through tur- 
bulent times. We need always to be conscious of the fact 
that the angel stands by not only to preserve our lives 
until we have had opportunity to perfect a character, not 
only to arrange circumstances for our development, but 
also to keep the record of our words and deeds, our inner- 
most objects and motives, the record which will justify 
or condemn us in the hour of Judgment. 

To those who seek absolute unity of mind with Christ 
and God, there comes the promise, “Let all of us who are 
mature believers cherish these thoughts; and if in any 
respect you think differently, that also God will make 


clear to you. But whatever be the point that we have al- 
ready reached, let us persevere in the same course” (Phil. 
3:15, 16, Weymouth). If our strongest desire is for one- 
ness with God, the ministering angel will reveal to us 
wherein we lack. 

The last and perhaps most beautiful guarantee of the 
ministration of angels is from the Psalmist: ‘Because 
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the 
most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he 
shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in 
all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest 
thou dash thy foot against a stone” (Ps. 91: 9—12). This 
promise allays every fear of life except the fear of doing 
wrong. With this fear predominating continually, we 
shall be worthy of the angel’s protection until we have 
completed our course triumphantly. 





LET EACH DAY SHOW 
MORAL GROWTH 


id we could but realize the value of time! The hurrying 
years set their seal upon us all, and if not careful we 
shall some day find that the rushing tide of life has caught 
us with our ambitions unrealized. The saddest hour of 
a man’s life comes when he realizes too late the stagger- 
ing difference between what he might have become and 
what he actually is. No one who has the knowledge of 
God’s demands for moral perfection need ever experi- 
ence this deficit. There is a time in life for all things. A 
time for planting, growing and harvest, and time waits 
for no man, Our planting was noble and right, the sun- 
shine and rain are all sufficient for maturity. The trouble 
is in our dull, sottish minds, if we do not grow. 

Growth is an interesting process of nature wherever 
it is found. It is an evidence of life, of active, busy mole- 
cules. But what a sorry sight to see a lack of growth 
where it is expected. We know that if a child’s growth 
were at intervals retarded by some physical maladjust- 
ment, he could never develop into a full grown man. A 
true Christian does not wait and wait for rare inspired 
moments to do his growing. A tender plant in God’s vine- 
yard flourishes in sunshine and rain, through stress and 
strain. If ’twere all sunshine and no rain, what a with- 
ered, undeveloped specimen we would be. 

It is by our daily work that we make our future what 
we want it to be. Cast off the shackles of old thought hab- 
its by conscious and intelligent planning. Just worrying 
over a besetment tends only to drive it deeper into the 
sub-conscious. Our mental grooves are the result of our 
own habit patterns, and too often those grooves are of 
moral weakness, which must be changed to moral strength. 
It is only by a continual replacement of good for evil, 
that the pattern will be changed. Think right. Live above 
yourself. Be exceedingly anxious to change your own in- 
dividuality. Build power with pure and right thought 
techniques. The strongest moral fibers of our characters 
can be grown out of weakness by a continual thought ex- 
changing process. This process must go on and on until 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Beauty of a Clean Life 


GLORIOUS landscape at sunset reflects the infinite 

beauty of God. Exquisite music fills the heart with 
longing for fellowship with the Eternal. But the splendors 
of nature, music, and literature are surpassed by the 
beauty of moral character. The lives of men and women 
with clean hands and pure hearts reveal the matchless 
quality of goodness. 

The Christian life is clean-minded, constructive, beau- 
tiful. Motivated by love and guided by justice, it works 
unceasingly to overcome evil with good. Unfortunately, 
how often the beauty of the Christian life becomes ob- 
scured by demonstrations of carelessness and self-inter- 
est. Every follower of Christ will be vitally interested in 
an awakening of moral earnestness, the recovery of con- 
cern for personal integrity and social righteousness. 

God still lives. Let us make no mistake about that. The 
truth of the living God has not lost its power to win men 
and transform them. Truth will open up the blind spots 
in our lives, will enable us to see how deeply we have been 
influenced by our culture. Truth will give us courage for 
honest thinking on moral issues—teaching us to let the 
mind of Christ guide our personal decisions. 

When days become crowded with conflicting loyalties 
and interests, it becomes necessary to make decisions and 
choices according to a code of values which brings the 
greatest good to the greatest number. To live and let live, 
and help live. This is the standard of human values ideal- 
ized in the Golden Rule. Otherwise there will be a confu- 
sion of problems, a succession of crises, and no peace of 
mind anywhere. For it is today’s decisions which cancel 
the errors of the past, and mold the shape of things to 
come. 


Christ Calls to Christian Living 


In the spirit of penitence and obedience let us engage 
in a crusade for moral reconstruction. Spiritually-minded 
men and women appreciate the beauty of moral excel- 
lence. It is not enough, however, to admire the wise, gen- 
erous, and courageous. It is our duty, not chiefly “to ad- 
mire goodness, but to be good.” This aspiration can be ful- 
filled only through faithful obedience to the will of God 
as revealed in His beloved Son. 

In the life of Jesus, which was full of grace and truth, 
the beauty of moral purity was mirrored in perfect splen- 
dor. Knowing the secrets of life, He taught that true 
morality is inward. He declared that only the pure of 
heart may see God. 

Right conduct springs from singleness of mind; it is 
an expression of the integrity of a clean heart. A good 
tree bears good fruit, and a person whose heart has been 
cleansed, whose mind has been renewed by truth, begins to 
do good spontaneously because in his inward nature he 
is becoming a new man. 

Evil thoughts are the roots of ugly behavior. When 
Jesus dealt with the Jewish law of uncleanness, He ex- 
pressed a profound moral insight: “There is nothing from 
without a man, that entering into him can defile him; 
but the things which come out of him, those are they that 
defile the man.” Jesus explained that out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, and from evil thoughts spring im- 


moral acts of adultery, murder, theft, blasphemy, and 
foolish decisions. 

Only the radium of the gospel penetrates to the roots 
of sin in the human soul, resolves the conflict between 
hatred and love, and produces a radical moral transfor- 
mation. After we have become enlightened to the way of 
life and begin to live the beautiful life of faith, hope and 
love, we learn to do justly, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with God. 

At the center of history stands Jesus Christ. The amaz- 
ing thing about Jesus is that He never grows outmoded 
or out of date. He lived out His life in a petty province 


_of the Roman Empire. Yet, in spite of all that seems to be 


local and provincial, He rises with increased power and 
certainty upon every new generation of men as having 
for them, as for those whom He first addressed, the words 
of eternal life. 

There is no coming to an end of His suggestiveness, of 
His resources, of the power of His words and deeds. He 
is the only ideal that men never outgrow. For an ideal 
must be dynamic, not static. 

He saw man as a human being—not a machine. He had 
the soldier’s directness and courage, coupled with the 
mother’s tenderness; the forcefulness and power to com- 
mand of the hero, joined to a consideration and compas- 
sion that did not break the bruised reed, or quench the 
smoking flax of timid and discouraged spirits! the pas- 
sion of self-surrender that led Him at last to the cross 
of Jewish bigotry and Roman belief in force. The beauty 
of His holiness is the greatest source of our moral in- 
spiration. 


First Century Response to the Call of Christ 


The earliest disciples of Jesus raised the banner of per- 
sonal purity in a pagan society. They learned from their 
Master the secret of moral health and sanity. They kept 
their hearts open to the vital message of their Master, and 
on the frontiers of strife they gave the ancient world an 
unforgettable demonstration of the qualities of the Chris- 
tian life. 

Realizing that faith is the mother of all Christian vir- 
tues, they put their trust in God. Under the inspiration 
of Christian love, they cared for the poor and the dis- 
tressed. They met bitterly unjust treatment with courage 
and a spirit of forgiveness. They remembered the meek- 
ness and humility of Christ and were considerate of 
others. They were willing to serve in humble places and 
to identify themselves as servants of Christ. They prayed 
for strength to resist temptations and to maintain per- 
sonal integrity and fidelity to God. 


Twentieth Century Response to the Call 


Are we hungry for a fresh vision of the beauty of moral 
greatness? God is able to produce Christlike character. 
He has power to deliver us from the evil thoughts which 
poison life at its source if we are willing to be delivered. 
He is ready to guide us in the path of justice and love if 
we are willing to be guided. 

First it will be necessary for us to remove from our 
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hearts and lives things that keep Him out. Then we shall 
be ready to pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me.” Prayer attunes our 
hearts for a vital relationship with the living Christ and 
«l iia with kindred minds in the household of 
aith. 

We can take our places with the pure in heart who 
stand on the front line of Christian conscience and com- 
passion. We can respond affirmatively to Paul’s earnest 
plea: “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.” The members of our family, of the brotherhood, 
of our community will learn that we have been with the 
Master, and that we give Him the loyalty of our minds, 
the love of our hearts, and the obedience of our wills. 

Christians are “created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.” They discover that God is creatively at work in 
the world today, and that they are fellow workmen for 
Him. God is on the side of health and creativity, enabling 
His children to live clean, upright, morally productive 
lives. 

It is the intention of Jesus to open the door to an am- 
pler life. Those who follow Him develop a capacity for 
fellowship, ability to shoulder responsibility, and a con- 
structive outlook. They grow in Christian maturity. They 
have inner vitality for effective service in home, church 
and community. 

The basic qualities of the Christian life are construc- 
tive forces in human society. Christian love is morally 
creative. It releases the dynamics for purposeful living. It 
pours the energies of goodness into the heart. 

Christian hope also is a morally productive force. It 
enables a person to see fresh possibilities in each new 
situation, 

Christian faith adds zest and power to life. It enables 
a person to meet life with insight and energy, and to sup- 
port causes which deserve to succeed. 

Commitment to Christ equips an individual to labor 
with wisdom, humility, and courage in the needful work 
of the brotherhood, and to learn that the fruits of the 
spirit are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, good- 
ness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance. 

The pattern of life set forth in the Sermon on the 
Mount is positive and heroic. The essence of Christian 
morality is obedience to God out of a pure heart. 

The Christian way of life, in our day as in the past, is 
the way of obedience to God and love of neighbor. The 
crucial test is the cross. Across the centuries we hear His 
words of beauty and power: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” As we lay aside the sins which beset us to 
follow Him, He gives us moral stamina to live effectively. 

Against the pressures of modern living we can fortify 
our lives with the moral wisdom of the Bible. Apart from 
Christ we can do nothing, but with His help we are ade- 
quate for the whole realm of Christian duty. We can im- 
prove the quality of life in our time. We can develop the 
kind of personal character that will stand the strain of 
responsible living in a complex society. We as individuals 
can reproduce the clean life of the Master in this age of 
surpassing wickedness and impiety, confident that it will 
inspire some to imitation. 


BONES 


A School Girl’s Essay 


HROUGH the study of Anatomy we learn that there 

are 206 bones in the human skeleton. Few people 
could enumerate them all. There are three of these bones 
which we use very carelessly at times. First of all, the 
funny bone. Have you ever heard of it? Perhaps you have 
felt it when you bumped your elbow on a table and had a 
peculiar tingling sensation for just about half a minute. 
Sometimes this is called the crazy bone. However it really 
is not a bone at all, but a nerve that crosses over the bone 
in your arm and cries out for help when it is smashed 
against the hard bone. When boys and girls giggle at 
everything and find it hard to be serious, we wonder if 
they do not have altogether too much funny bone. 

How about your wishbone? Where is this located in 
your body? Actually this is not a human bone either, 
though many people act like they have one somewhere in 
their system. Perhaps it is located in the brain or in the 
imagination. At any rate, all of us like to wish for things 
even though while we are doing the wishing we know it 
won’t do any good at all. We have read of children who 
would make a wish when they saw the first star in the 
evening and as they made their wish they would say: 


Star light, star bright, 

First star I’ve seen tonight; 

I wish I could, I wish I might, 
Have the wish I wish tonight. 


Did it ever do them any good? Of course not. It is still 
true that wishing doesn’t get us anywhere unless we add 
plenty of hard work to the wishing. 

The third bone which we all have and all use is the 
jawbone. We have no trouble finding that bone and it gets 
plenty of exercise. Not only the workout it gets at the 
table three times a day, but the exercise it gets when we 
talk. How that jawbone does work when we get together 
and become involved in discussions. Talking can be fine, 
it can do wonderful things for us; but hours, weeks, and 
even months of talking would never build a house. It would 
not even start to dig the cellar. After talking over the 
plans, it takes hard work to get the thing done. 

Now we come to the most important bone in our bodies, 
the backbone. It is the backbone that enables us to stand 
up straight and be a person. It is that backbone that 
stands for courage, determination, perseverance, these 
traits that are so important for the accomplishment of 
anything worth while. Without the backbone we would 
crumple up like a rag and be spineless like a jelly fish. 
With backbone we have strength, purpose, and deter- 
mination. 

The Bible is filled with case histories of strong men and 
women of God who proved they had backbone. As one 
example, there is the boy who was taken prisoner to a 
strange land but determined to be true to his convictions 
no matter what happened. He was carried away by the 
Chaldean army to Babylon. There, with three other boys, 
he was to be fed wine and rich food every day from the 
king’s table, and be schooled and trained for important 
leadership. This boy and his friends had been taught not 
to eat certain foods. He refused the king’s “dainties” 
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by suggesting to the king’s servant in charge of them to 
try them out for ten days on vegetables and water and 
then compare them with the others who had been fed 
the rich food and wine. So it was at the end of ten days 
that Daniel and his friends proved to be brighter and 
stronger by eating the vegetables and water, and they 
were allowed to continue on their simple diet. 

Daniel is as fine an example as any we know of up- 
rightness and determination to stand by his high stand- 
ards and do only what he knew to be right. He was true 
to God and himself regardless of the threats made against 
him. His backbone was certainly sturdy and straight. 

So funny bones, wishbones, and jawbones have their 
places, but we need backbones to get important things 
done and to stand for the right when temptations come. 
Feel your back up and down right now to be sure that 
your backbone is in its right place. 

We don’t want our backbones in front; we want them 
where they should be, backing up our good intentions 
and giving us the determination and strength to make real 
the things we wish for and talk about, even the reward 
offered every overcomer. So let us brace up our beliefs 
with backbone and stand up and work for our ideals. 





Our True Reflection 


ws has not admired the glorious beauty of stately 
trees and mountain heights reflected in the mir- 
rored depths of a tranquil lake or river? How beautiful 
indeed this silent reverie of nature! But while musing, 
do we reflect on how we look before God and His children? 


Not what my neighbors think I am, 
Nor what I judge myself to be; 
Not even what I wish I were, 
But that which He, the Lord, can see. 


I cannot understand, nor like 
This hateful stranger, which is I, 

But praise His Name, He has shown me 
The way I may to sin now die. 


Life is large. We cannot possibly grasp the whole of it 
in a few short years that we have to live. What is vital? 
What is essential? What may we profitably let go? Let 
us ask ourselves these questions today. In looking about 
for an answer, I find one that satisfies me. It is this: We 
may let all things go that we cannot carry into the eter- 
nal life. Surely it is not worth while to cumber ourselves 
with things that we can grasp at the most for so little 
time, when we can lay hold on things that shall be ours 
for ten thousand times ten thousand years with no end. 

We may drop pretense. Eternity is not good for shams. 
In its clear light the false selves that we have wrought 
about us as a garment, will shrivel and fall away. Let us 
now look at our true reflection with all honesty, nourish 
the things which are pleasing and change the things 
which are not, that we may face that light fearlessly. 

We may drop worry. The eternal life is serene. It is 
not careworn, nor knows any foreboding ill. Can we not 
take to ourselves its large spirit of serenity and cheer? 
For only the serene soul is strong. Every moment of 
worry weakens the soul for its daily combat. Worry is 
an infirmity; there is no virtue in it. 


We may let go discontent. In all the eternal world there 
is no word of murmur from any restless heart. In its vast 
silences how trivial would sound the complainings of 
our harassed days! In its great songs of praise, how our 
fretting would be overborne! 

Now what are the things in life that are worth while, 
that we may lay hold upon, keep, guard and use? It is 
well worth our while to be wise in the use of time. In the 
eternal life there is no waste of years. It is with time 
that we purchase all that life has of good. It is with wise 
use of time that we make ourselves competent for eter- 
nity. The most reckless spendthrift in the world squan- 
ders time. Let us lay hold of work. There can be no happy 
life without strenuous, unremitting work in it, work 
which occupies mind, body, heart and soul. Let us lay hold 
of happiness today. Know thou, my heart, if thou art not 
happy today, thou shalt never be happy! Let us lay hold 
of common duties and relations. Let us lay hold of the 
tenderness that belongs to them. Let us lay hold of faith— 
strong, serene, unquenchable faith in the loving kindness 
of God, His wisdom and His guiding hand. It will enable 
us to look fearlessly toward the end of the temporal 
existence and the beginning of the eternal, and make it 
possible for us to live our lives effectively and grandly. 


If we could take ourselves to task, 
And really criticize, 

As much as we console ourselves, 
And deeply sympathize; 


If we could feel as sorry for 
Our neighbors everywhere, 
As we excuse our own mistakes, 
And want no blame to share; 


We would begin to understand 
What other people do, 

And quite surprisingly find out, 
That they have feeling, too. 


Our minds would be enlightened to 
Their problems and their cares; 
And we would see that ours are just, 

About the same as theirs. 


There is no better medicine 
To cure the smallest strife; 
Than just our true reflection in 
The looking glass of life. 





“People retire to enjoy their wealth. Nothing is more 
elusive and fatuous. You cannot enjoy your wealth. Your 
wealth must be creative in creating and in augmenting 
the joy of others, or else it is ill-th, not weal-th.” —Sel. 


When you have a serious problem and everything you 
try to do to solve it does not work, then try doing what 
God has said. His Word is still the thorough furnisher, 
a lamp to our feet, an anchor in time of storm. 


“Some people mistake weakness for tact. If they are 
silent when they ought to speak and so feign an agree- 
ment they do not feel, they call it being tactful. Coward- 
ice would be a much better name. Tact is an active quality 
that is not exercised by merely making a dash for cover. 
Be sure, when you think you are being extremely tactful, 
that you are not in reality running away from something 
you ought to face.” —Selected. 
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BLESSINGS IN DISGUISE 


“When he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold.” 


<* WROTE one of old who, according to the account, 
seemed to have more than his share of what people in 
these days call handicaps, yet withal retained his integ- 
rity and his faith in God; and these trials implanted with- 
in Job’s heart the deep-seated conviction voiced in the 
words, “When he hath tried me I shall come forth as 
gold.” Courage and determination were at the back of 
this exclamation, as indeed they must be behind any 
handicap in order to win out, no matter whether the 
handicap be of a physical or any other nature. 

We have seen and known of individuals whose skies 
were apparently clear, circumstances all in favor of 
prosperity and success, suddenly stricken with an unex- 
pected physical handicap which brought disappointment, 
unfulfilled hopes, enforced inactivity, or which meant 
pulling up securely fastened stakes and leaving home, 
friends, and associations near and dear, for climate more 
suitable. But in God’s hands are the events of the lives of 
those who are serving Him, and He knows whether, for 
the development of stamina and character, the quiet, se- 
questered valley is the better abiding place, or the bleak 
hilltop where blow the winds of adversity. 

The world is familiar with, and many references are 
made to the heroes who have battled with heavy physi- 
cal handicaps: great writers who through years of illness 
and suffering gave to the world many gems of golden 
thought and moral uplift; the man who invented the type- 
writer for the blind while he himself was suffering from 
temporary blindness; Beethoven who composed his mas- 
terpieces undaunted by the handicap of deafness; and 
many others who have overcome what looked like almost 
insurmountable difficulties. 


In turning over the pages of Divine evidence we read 





OBITUARY 
MARY ELIZABETH BURROWS 


Our sister and friend, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Burrows, 
passed away on July 6 after a brief illness during which 
she was spared any great amount of physical suffering. 
The deceased was born in Rochester on July 8, 1875, the 
daughter of Ranald G. and Mary Ann Grant. She was 
married to John H. Burrows on July 10, 1897 whom she 
outlived sixteen years. She is survived by two son, La- 
Verne Walter Burrows, a member of our local congrega- 
tion, and who has made a home for his mother since the 
death of his father, and kindly cared for her during her 
declining years; and Howard F. Burrows, N. Chili, N. Y.; 
also one grandson, Howard Burrows. 

Mrs. Burrows was a devoted wife, a kind and consid- 
erate mother, a lover of home, and always had a cheery 
word for all who passed her way. For many years while 
her health permitted she was a regular attendant of the 
Megiddo Mission Church. She leaves to mark her passing 
many friends and neighbors. 

Funeral services were conducted by Kenneth E. Flower- 
day, assistant pastor at the Megiddo Mission Church. In- 
terment in Mount Hope Cemetery. 

To all who mourn we extend the hope of the Scriptures, 
of that better world to come when tears of sorrow shall 
be merged in songs of endless joy, and death shall be 
swallowed up in victory. 


of the apostle Paul, who was educated by Gamaliel (a 
doctor of the law and held in reputation among all the 
people) and taught according to the perfect manner of 
the law of the fathers: “circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee,” chosen 
of God to bear his name before the Gentiles. This same 
Paul, counted worthy of visions and revelation from the 
Lord, yet given a thorn in the flesh, writes of his handi- 
caps: “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice that 
it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made per- 
fect in weakness.” Paul did not allow the handicap to 
retard his progress, or he could never have uttered those 
memorable words in the closing hours of his earthly ca- 
reer: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

Job and Paul struck the same exultant note, and those 
who are handicapped in these days can strike it too. If 
we were not able to conquer them and to win in spite of 
them, we should never have been given them. Let us rec- 
ognize them and in patience and hope strive to learn the 
lessons they are intended to teach— 


“And when through patient toil we’ve reached the land 
Where tired feet with sandals loosed may rest, 
Where we shall know and we shall understand, 

I know that we shall say, God knew the best.” 





LET EACH DAY SHOW MORAL GROWTH 
(Continued from page 5) 


the transformation is complete. God is not unreasonable 
to require this change in us. For He will see that our 
strength and ability to perform is adequate for life’s de- 
mands if we make use of our opportunities daily. A trans- 
formed character will be abounding with admirable qual- 
ities which have grown out of a vigorous and persistent 
resistance to evil tendencies. His moral fortitude will be 
fruit of his own personal exertion. He will be dependable 
and fully prepared for God’s eternal service. 

This growth can be ours if we will and if we want it, 
but sometimes will power is ineffectual without sufficient 
want power. Surely God’s promises should fill each of us 
with want power, until we want what He has offered 
more than we ever wanted our own selfish ways. We will 
grow up into Him in all things if we can say and mean, 
“T want to live above the world. I want to have my own 
blessed share in the sufferings of the body of Christ. I 
want to be a part of that new man of such a noble stature 
that he is completely made over new, mentally and moral- 
ly.” Only vanity would allow us to imagine this state to 
be ours if we are letting the time slip by unredeemed. As 
the world around us delights to do evil, may we be deter- 
mined that the setting sun of each day find us with some- 
thing accomplished by way of moral growth. We may not 
be able to leave for others a heritage of wealth or fame, 
but we can leave a shining example of character worthy 
of emulation. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to 
look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore 
my heart faileth me” (Psalm 40: 12). 


One of the prevalent physical afflictions of our day is 
commonly known as an allergy, a condition brought on 
because of the individual’s hypersensitivity to various 
foods, pollens, dusts, and other substances too numerous 
to mention. 

By means of tests the physician attempts to discover 
the offending substance or object. After the case has been 
diagnosed it is then a matter of avoiding the menace; or 
by the administration of the proper medication, an en- 
deavor is made to build up the sufferer’s resistance to 
the point of immunity; or, and which frequently is the 
case, it may take a combination of both to effect the much 
desired results. 

Whereas many persons have not been so unfortunate 
as to find themselves afflicted with a physical allergy, no 
one has yet lived who has not at some time, or more cor- 
rectly, many times during his life felt the discomforts of 
sin, with a strong, and more marked susceptibility to- 
ward some certain failing or besetment. 

Expediency may lead one to be untruthful, either by 
word or deed; the promise of quick gain may cause many 
to be dishonest; covetousness will cause one to long for 
things denied the Christian; personal disagreements often 
call forth harsh and unkind words; selfishness causes 
many to think only of themselves at the expense of 
others; everyday happenings may severely try the pa- 
tience; while the desire for a thrill often lures into ques- 
tionable places and amusements; trivial irritations often 
provoke; while indifference makes for neglect of reading, 
prayer and meditation. 

It is readily discernible that while the physical aller- 
gies are many, the spiritual allergies are also many and 
much more serious. These spiritual allergies have proved 
they are no respecter of persons, age, station, clime, or 
nationality. It is a universal affliction. We are aware that 
while many victims of an allergy suffer very acute dis- 
comfort, others go along not actually suffering enough to 
take drastic or immediate action, yet not well enough to 
say they are feeling their best. 

It is only as we go to the Great Allergist, God, and get 
a thorough checkup and a realizing sense of our true con- 
dition that we can get our first faint hope of relief from 
these “sins” or “allergies” that so easily beset us. 

As long as we think of our sins as being too small to re- 
quire attention, or they do not appear to us as the burden 
and discomfort they really are, we will not take drastic 
or immediate action to get rid of them. The Great Phy- 
sician can see our every need. His word is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4: 12). 
He is acquainted with all our ways (Psalm 69:5; 139: 
1—4). Being thus informed, He is able to make an ac- 
curate diagnosis, and if willing to submit to the treatment 


and take the “medicine” He prescribes (Psalm 107: 20), 
we shall soon be on our way to gaining relief from our 
“allergies,” whatever they may be. 

The Psalmist knew from actual experience that it is 
only when the Word of God is hid, not on a shelf or with- 
in a book or in a dresser drawer, but in the heart, can it 
enter the bloodstream of our heart’s purposes, desires, 
aspirations and affections, thereby becoming an active 
cleansing agent, bringing blessed relief from the mis- 
eries of sin. 

Some people are so sensitive to certain substances that 
even to walk through the room where the substance may 
be, yes, and in some cases even to come within acres of the 
offender will cause an immediate and severe reaction. 
One cannot fondle and caress the cause of his spiritual 
discomfort with any more immunity than the sufferer of 
a physical allergy can handle with immunity the cause 
of his. 

If we let it work effectually within, the Word of God 
will finally give full immunity from sin. Temptations, 
like allergies, always attack at a person’s weakest point. 
Some come with such speed, power and force that we will 
at first be compelled to avoid them as much as possible 
if we wish to get control and overcome them. One seldom 
falls before the temptation of grosser sins unless he has 
first weakened himself by indulging in the so-called lesser 
sin. To avoid temptation as much as possible is the royal 
road to the Kingdom. Keep away from the thing that 
gives you acute spiritual discomfort. This was Paul’s ad- 
vice to his brethren. Although King Solomon failed mis- 
erably in his attempt to get relief from his sinful nature, 
he left some excellent and timely advice, born out of sad 
experience, on the subject under consideration: “Avoid it, 
pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away” (Prov. 4: 15). 

If one fails to obtain full and lasting relief from the 
miseries of strife, hate, bitterness, envy, jealousy and 
selfishness it will not be because there was no balm in 
Gilead, neither will it be for lack of a Physician, but it 
will be because of indifference and carelessness regarding 
the state of our spiritual health. A most careful watch 
has to be kept lest when some temptation comes upon us 
our “allergy” flares up and we find ourselves back where 
we started. 

Because we are constantly subjected to the influences 
of evil, we mortals stand in need of a strong immunity 
to the allergy of sin. 





A thought from Dr. Viktor Frankl: 

“When blood serum was taken at a time of joyful ex- 
citement, the agglutination titer against typhus bacilli 
was found to be enormously higher than when blood was 
taken from the same subject in a saddened state. These 
researches throw light upon the lowered resistance to in- 
fection of an anxious hypochondriac. They also suggest 
why nurses at hospitals for contagious diseases, or even 
at leper stations, nurses who are filled with a sense of 
moral dedication, have escaped infection to such an ex- 
tent that people hitherto have always spoken of their im- 
munity as ‘miraculous.’ ” 


O Lord, give us the conviction that with Thy help all 
things are possible, even the most difficult things that 
baffle us now. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Who is the devil of Matthew 4: 1—11? 


The narrative describes Jesus’ temptation as three- 
fold and introduces Satan to add to the dramatic quality 
of the event. It is very possible that some individual, as 
one of the Herods, was present, but the Satan can be re- 
garded as a personification of an inner experience. With- 
out the personality the temptation is more real, more 
akin to our trials and doubts. 

The forty days of temptation in the wilderness were 
just before He began His public ministry, and we can 
imagine the lonely struggle He had in choosing the course 
He was to take. He had left a good home and a good trade 
among people who knew and trusted Him, to become a 
wandering preacher, talking to folks who never heard of 
Him. How would He talk to them? Where should He begin? 
Would they listen? Hadn’t He perhaps made a mistake? 
The first temptation is concerning His hunger, and His 
ability to make bread of stones. It was the temptation of 
material success. It was unnecessary for Him to go hun- 
gry, now or ever. He had a good trade, was a good organ- 
izer, He could build a prosperous business and acquire 
comfort and wealth. Should He do it? 

Then, the kingdoms of the world could be His if He 
only compromised. He could go to Jerusalem, enter the 
priesthood, become popular, a sure road to distinction. 
He could do good and have the satisfaction of success. Or 
He might enter the political field. There was plenty of 
discontent and He could capitalize on the farmer and 
laborer. He was one of them; they would listen to Him. 

For forty days and nights the fight went on, but once 
settled it was settled for ever. When He left the wilder- 
ness He knew just what course to take, and He went 
about it till His work was completed and He was able to 
say, “I have overcome the world.” 

If this is not the real meaning of Jesus’ temptation, if 
He did not have a real temptation which might have 
ended in His returning to the carpenter’s bench in Naz- 
areth, or in taking up some worldly profession, then the 
forty days’ struggle has no significance for us. 


Please explain II Cor. 5: 1—9. 


Paul is here making clear the distinction between the 
two natures of man, the mortal and immortal. He de- 
scribes this present nature as “our earthly house,” and 
the future immortal state as “our house which is from 
heaven.” When clothed upon with this house, mortality 
shall be swallowed up of life (v. 4). 

Paul’s hope was definite and real. He said, “We know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved 
[if this mortal life should end], we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens.” The intervening death state is not taken into ac- 
count: to those who sleep in their graves, awaiting the 
resurrection at the last day, time is nothing. Therefore 
he says, “While we are at home in the body [this mor- 
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tal, dying state], we are absent from the Lord. ... We 
are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from 
the body [to be absent from and beyond the tribulations 
of mortality, death, and the grave] and to be present with 
the Lord [in that endless, immortal life].” What though 
ages intervene between death and the resurrection, be- 
tween absence from the body and presence with the Lord! 
To Paul the immortal state was so vivid, the sleep of 
death so transient, that in this particular passage he 
spanned the interval without mention. 


In the Old Testament times both David and Solomon prac- 


ticed polygamy which is sin, yet they were favorable in the 
eyes of God. Please explain. 


While God allowed polygamy in some periods of Old 
Testament times, from the beginning it was not so. Be- 
cause of the desire for a multitude of wives David brought 
upon himself much sin and sorrow, and as for Solomon, 
outlandish women were the cause of his ruin. 

In New Testament times it was not necessary for 
Christian teachers to condemn polygamy, for in both the 
Greco-Roman and Jewish world in their time monogamy 
was the universal rule. Polygamy is not expressly forbid- 
den in the Old Testament, nor was it uncommon in an- 
cient Israel; but the Jewish teachers of the post-Exilic 
period had come to recognize that it was not consistent 
with the spirit of the original institution, which plainly 
demands the union of one man and one woman in mar- 
riage. It is safe to say that monogamy is assumed through- 
out the New Testament. Paul’s words support this: “Let 
each man have his own wife, and let each woman have 
her own husband” (I Cor. 7: 2). “A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, . . .” 
(I Timothy 3:2). 


I do not believe that Jesus came down from heaven as 
taught by worldly religions, but I find it hard to understand 
John 3: 13. Please explain. 


Jesus said: “And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven.” If this passage is to be taken to refer 
to Jesus, then it contradicts itself, for while saying that 
the Son of man came down from heaven, it also says the 
Son of man is in heaven. Jesus was not a dual personality. 
He could not have been on earth and in heaven at the 
same time. 

Another “Son of man” is indicated. It is Christ the 
Truth (I Cor. 10: 4; Col. 1: 27). It is the Wisdom of God 
as described in Proverbs 8, which was with God from the 
beginning and which Christ personified. This Truth, Wis- 
dom or Son of man is in heaven, and at the same time, on 
earth, guiding, directing those who seek divine instruction. 


In Matthew 24, did Jesus refer to the end of the Jewish 
age or to our age, or to both? 


He referred to both ages. First He spoke of the ending 
of the Jewish age, which ended with the destruction of 
Jerusalem (A. D. 70), and then of the time of the end, our 
age, when all things foretold would be consummated. 
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Every Day 


O trifling task so often done, 

Yet ever to be done anew! 
O cares which come with every sun, 

Morn after morn, the long years through! 
We sink beneath their paltry sway— 

The irksome calls of every day. 


The restless sense of wasted power, 
The tiresome round of little things, 
Are hard to bear, as hour by hour 
Its tedious iteration brings; 
Who shall evade or who delay 
The small demands of every day? 


The boulder, in the torrent’s course 

By tide and tempest lashed in vain, 
Obeys the wave-whirled pebble’s force 

And yields its substance grain by grain; 
So crumble strongest lives away 

Beneath the wear of every day. 


Who finds the lion in his lair, 

Who tracks the tiger for his life 
May wound them ere they are aware, 

Or conquer them in desperate strife, 
Yet powerless he to scathe or slay 

The vexing gnats of every day. 


The steady strain that never stops 

Is mightier than the fiercest shock; 
The constant fall of water drops 

Will groove the adamantine rock; 
We feel our noblest powers decay 

In feeble wars with every day. 


We rise to meet a heavy blow— 

Our souls a sudden bravery fills— 
But we endure not always so 

The drop by drop of little ills; 
We still deplore, and still obey, 

The hard behests of every day. 


The heart which boldly faces death 
Upon the battle-field, and dares 

Cannon and bayonet, faints beneath 
The needle-point of frets and cares; 

The stoutest spirits they dismay— 
The tiny stings of every day. 


Ah, more than martyr’s aureole, 
And more than hero’s heart of fire. 
We need the humble strength of soul 
Which daily toils and ills require; 
Sweet Patience! grant us, if you may, 
An added grace for every day. 
—Sel. 


Ss 


Disappointment 


Our yet unfinished story is tending all to this: 

To God the greatest glory, to us the greatest bliss. 

If all things work together for ends so grand and blest, 
What need to wonder whether each in itself is best! 


If some things were omitted, or altered as we would, 
The whole might be unfitted to work for perfect good. 
Our plans may be disjointed, but we may calmly rest; 
What God has once appointed is better than our best. 


We cannot see before us, but our all-seeing Friend 

Is always watching o’er us, and knows the very end. 
What though we seem to stumble? He will not let us fall; 
And learning to be humble is not lost time at all. 


What though we fondly reckoned a smoother way to go 
Than where His hand hath beckoned? It will be better so. 
What only seemed a barrier a stepping-stone shall be; 
Our God is no long tarrier, a present help is He. 


And when amid our blindness His disappointments fall, 
We trust His loving-kindness whose wisdom sends them all; 
The discord that involveth some startling change of key, 
The Master’s hand revolveth in richest harmony. 


Then tremble not, and shrink not, when Disappointment 
nears; 
Be trustful still, and think not to realize all fears. 
While we are meekly kneeling we shall behold her rise, 
Our Father’s love revealing, an angel in disguise. 
—Sel. 


Arise, Shine, 
for Thy Light is Come 


Long time in sloth, long time in sin, 
Contented with thy dark estate 
Hast thou abode, O soul of mine; 

Now dawns the morning, fair though late; 

Her sunny tides are sweeping in; 
Thy light has come, arise and shine! 


The sheathed bud which all night long 
Has folded close its purple cup 
Upon the morning-glory vine, 

At the first rose flush, the first song, 

Unrolls its petals, rears its cup, 


And light being come, makes haste to shine. 


It cannot clasp the whole bright day 
Nor the wide-brimming sea of dew 
Within its curve exact and fine; 

Of countless beams a single ray, 

One little freshening sip or two 
It takes, and so is glad to shine. 


Make ready likewise, O my soul, 
God’s blessed day has dawned; partake! 
Anoint thy head with oil and wine; 

From the great sum, the mighty whole, 

Thy little crumb and portion break, 
And, giving thanks, arise and shine. 
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